IN BRIEF 


Refugees Threatened 
in Argentina 

On June 10, a list of names 
and addresses of approximately 
8,000 political refugees living in 
Argentina was stolen from the 
Buenos Aires office of the 
Catholic International Migra- 
tions Committee. 

The following day, about 30 
armed men, apparently mem- 
bers of one of Argentina's 
notorious right-wing death 
squads, invaded two refugee 
hotels and seized 25 fugitives. 
After 24 hours they were re- 
leased, bruised and beaten but 
alive. They had been tortured 
and given 48 hours to leave the 
country. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees is 
seeking other countries that will 
grant asylum to the refugees 
whose lives are now believed to 
be in danger in Argentina. The 
Argentine government charac- 
teristically blamed the refugees 
themselves, saying that for- 
eigners without proper refugee 
status endangered the country's 
national security. 

In Chile, from which most of 
Argentina’s refugees have fled, 
about 130,000 people have been 
arrested by the ruling military 
junta during its permanent 
state of seige, according to a 
June 5 report from Amnesty 
International. 

Two days later, the Interna- 
tional Human Rights Commis- 
sion of the oas denounced the 
junta for “arbitrary jailings, 
persecution, and torture.” Its 
report cited the case of Oscar 
Arrow Yanez, whose bullet- 
ridden body was found in the 
street. According to the death 
certificate, he died from “acute 
anemia” due to bullet wounds. 

Meanwhile, New York City 
officials are getting ready to 
welcome the Chilean “death 
ship” Esmeralda , one of an 
international armada of ocean- 
going sailing vessels that make 
up Operation Sail, a major 
bicentennial event planned for 
July 4. 

Chile’s junta apparently re- 
garded the ship as a safe spot to 


torture its victims in privacy. In 
the oas Commission’s report, 
one former prisoner held aboard 
the Esmeralda charged, “They 
applied electric shocks on my 
skin, on my testicles, on my 
chest and back.” 

Frank Baynard, the founder 
and general manager of Opera- 
tion Sail, refused to bar the ship 
from the festivities. “It’s too 
bad to hamper a good ceremony 
by bringing politics into the 
picture,” he said. □ 
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